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Cargolux becomes first foreign airline to uplift SAF in 

China 
 

Luxembourg, 14 June 2023 – Cargolux, Europe’s number one all-cargo airline, has become the first foreign 
carrier to uplift Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) in China. The operation took place at Zhengzhou airport 
(CGO), the airline’s main hub in China, with the full support of their local partners HNCA who are 
shareholders in the company. 

“Cargolux is honored to break new ground in its operations in China with this very special flight. Marking 10 
year of success of the Air Silk Road while paving the way for the future is a remarkable achievement. I 
would like to sincerely thank all our valued partners in CGO who have made this possible and extend my 
gratitude for their unwavering support over the past decade”, says Richard Forson, Cargolux President & 
CEO. 

The flight, bound for Luxembourg is part of a dedicated carbon neutral rotation Luxembourg-Zhengzhou-
Luxembourg. The rotation was organized in the framework of the 10th anniversary of the Air Silk Road and 
was also SAF-fueled on the inbound leg. Cargolux will also apply SAF certificates to fully compensate for 
the total emissions of this flight. 

On this occasion, the symbolic threshold of 1 million tonnes of freight between Luxembourg and Zhengzhou 
was also crossed. This remarkable figure reflects both the importance of the Air Silk Road and the 
commitment of Cargolux and HNCA to develop this commercial axis. As a tribute to this achievement, one 
of the airline’s 747-8F was adorn with special commemorative decals. 

Celebrating 10 years of the Air Silk Road with such a milestone flight is a bright omen for the future. Over 
the year, volumes have steadily grown and Cargolux looks forward to building on this success with its local 
partners. This new era in Cargolux and HNCA’s collaboration paves the way to building a Green Silk Road. 
Both partners are strongly committed to leading the industry transformation and developing sound 
operations.  

About Cargolux Airlines International 

Cargolux, based in Luxembourg, is Europe’s leading all-cargo airline operating a fleet of 30 Boeing 747-8 
freighters and Boeing 747-400 freighters. The Cargolux worldwide network covers over 75 destinations on 
scheduled all-cargo flights and offers full and part-charter services. The company has more than 85 offices 
in over 50 countries and operates an extensive global trucking network to more than 250 destinations. With 
50 years of experience in the air cargo industry and an extensive product portfolio, Cargolux provides 
tailored transport solutions for all types of shipments. As a responsible cargo carrier, Cargolux has 
developed a solid CSR program encompassing Environmental, Social, and Governance principles. The 
Cargolux Group employs close to 2,500 staff members worldwide. 
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